
How to fly across the English Channel  -
Safely  
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THE SOUTH COAST DANGER AREAS

 , you’re planning a flight across the English Channel, maybe on business into Guernsey or for 
ch in Cherbourg or Paris.  On inspection of your chart however, you notice that there is a vast 
athe of Danger Areas spanning your track.  What are they there for?  What goes on inside 
m?  and most importantly, how do you get across them safely? 

ell, this document is to help explain and answer these questions for you and most of all, tell you 
at services are available to help you on your flight. 

st of all, what are the Danger Areas there for?  Danger Areas are established to protect you, the 
ther user” of the airspace from activity that is occurring inside the Danger Area.  This activity 
 often be extremely hazardous to the safety of flight. 

e Danger Areas on the South Coast of the UK, extend from Cornwall in the West, across to 
lsey Bill in the East.  They are run by the Royal Navy and in the case of EGD026 (Lulworth), 
 Army. The Areas are used for the operational training of Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen. 

pical activity that occurs within these areas can be as benign as helicopter flying, right across 
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 within the South Coast Danger Areas, in the 
legraph pole and being towed by an aircraft with 
 WIRE ROPE!  It is obviously important to keep 

.  This is why transit is sometimes refused, for 

U GET ACROSS? 
d news.  As part of the UK’s long-standing policy of having a joint and integrated 

l-established methods of getting across these areas. 

ssing Service.  This is provided on the South Coast by Plymouth Military Radar 
on (Mon-Thurs 0800-1700 Fri 0800-1400) on frequency 124.15 East of Berry Head 
erry Head.  This service can give you up to date information on the status of the 
 best possible route, avoiding any hazardous activity along with providing an ATC 
 hours of operation, the DACS is handed to the military at the London ACC, 
ssed through London FIR on 124.75 or Swanwick Military on 135.15. Note.  Even 
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 may be closed, the Danger Areas remain active in accordance with the times 
nd any NOTAMs. 

tivity Information Service. Information on planned activity can be obtained 24 hours 
s on 01752 557550. 

of the Isle of Wight is EGD036.  The Royal Navy will, where possible not plan to 
ative exists.  Therefore, it is quite likely that transit across this particular area will 

 designated the VFR Route but, importantly, this does not imply that you can transit 
g to the DACS.  (see above). 

to exclude other airspace users from it’s training areas but to share this airspace in 
olicy but also ensuring that activity hazardous to flight is safely segregated as well.  

en of use to you.  For more information, please use the contact details above. 


